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Dear Professor Howard: 

At its October 18-19, 2024, meeting, the Board of Directors of the National 

Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB) reviewed the Plan to Correct 

submitted by the Bachelor of Architecture degree (150 credit hours) at 

Dunwoody College of Technology and voted to defer action and require a 

Plan to Correct to address all remaining areas of non-compliance. 

The Board noted that the program submitted sufficient evidence to 

demonstrate compliance with the following Conditions for Accreditation 

previously noted as “not met”: 

• 4.2 Professional Degrees and Curriculum

The Board noted that the program did not submit sufficient evidence to 

demonstrate compliance with the following Conditions:  

• SC.6 Building Integration

• 5.2 Planning and Assessment

The Board’s review is included below: 

SC.6 Building Integration—How the program ensures that students develop 

the ability to make design decisions within architectural projects while 

demonstrating integration of building envelope systems and assemblies, 

structural systems, environmental control systems, life safety systems, and the 

measurable outcomes of building performance. 

Not Met. The program did not provide sufficient information to meet the 

requirements of this Condition. The program needs to provide evidence that 

each student learning outcome associated with this criterion is developed and 

assessed by the program on a recurring basis. 
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4.2 Professional Degrees and Curriculum 

The NAAB accredits professional degree programs with the following titles: the Bachelor of Architecture 

(B.Arch.), the Master of Architecture (M.Arch.), and the Doctor of Architecture (D.Arch.). The curricular 

requirements for awarding these degrees must include professional studies, general studies, and optional 

studies. 

4.2.1 Professional Studies. Courses with architectural content required of all students in the NAAB-

accredited program are the core of a professional degree program that leads to licensure. 

Knowledge from these courses is used to satisfy Condition 3—Program and Student Criteria. The 

degree program has the flexibility to add additional professional studies courses to address its 

mission or institutional context. In its documentation, the program must clearly indicate which 

professional courses are required for all students. 

4.2.2 General Studies. An important component of architecture education, general studies provide 

basic knowledge and methodologies of the humanities, fine arts, mathematics, natural sciences, 

and social sciences. Programs must document how students earning an accredited degree 

achieve a broad, interdisciplinary understanding of human knowledge. In most cases, the general 

studies requirement can be satisfied by the general education program of an institution’s 

baccalaureate degree. Graduate programs must describe and document the criteria and process 

used to evaluate applicants’ prior academic experience relative to this requirement. Programs 

accepting transfers from other institutions must document the criteria and process used to ensure 

that the general education requirement was covered at another institution. 

4.2.3 Optional Studies. All professional degree programs must provide sufficient flexibility in the 

curriculum to allow students to develop additional expertise, either by taking additional courses 

offered in other academic units or departments, or by taking courses offered within the 

department offering the accredited program but outside the required professional studies 

curriculum. These courses may be configured in a variety of curricular structures, including elective 

offerings, concentrations, certificate programs, and minors. 

 

NAAB-accredited professional degree programs have the exclusive right to use the B.Arch., M.Arch., and/or 

D.Arch. titles, which are recognized by the public as accredited degrees and therefore may not be used by 

non-accredited programs.  

 

The number of credit hours for each degree is outlined below. All accredited programs must conform to 

minimum credit-hour requirements established by the institution’s regional accreditor. 

4.2.4 Bachelor of Architecture. The B.Arch. degree consists of a minimum of 150 semester credit hours, or 

the quarter-hour equivalent, in academic coursework in general studies, professional studies, and 

optional studies, all of which are delivered or accounted for (either by transfer or articulation) by the 

institution that will grant the degree. Programs must document the required professional studies 

courses (course numbers, titles, and credits), the elective professional studies courses (course 

numbers, titles, and credits), the required number of credits for general studies and for optional 

studies, and the total number of credits for the degree. 

4.2.5 Master of Architecture. The M.Arch. degree consists of a minimum of 168 semester credit hours, or 

the quarter-hour equivalent, of combined undergraduate coursework and a minimum of 30 

semester credits of graduate coursework. Programs must document the required professional 

studies classes (course numbers, titles, and credits), the elective professional studies classes (course 

numbers, titles, and credits), the required number of credits for general studies and for optional 

studies, and the total number of credits for both the undergraduate and graduate degrees.  

4.2.6 Doctor of Architecture. The D.Arch. degree consists of a minimum of 210 credits, or the quarter-

hour equivalent, of combined undergraduate and graduate coursework. The D.Arch. requires a 

minimum of 90 graduate-level semester credit hours, or the graduate-level 135 quarter-hour 

equivalent, in academic coursework in professional studies and optional studies. Programs must 

document, for both undergraduate and graduate degrees, the required professional studies classes 
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(course numbers, titles, and credits), the elective professional studies classes (course numbers, titles, 

and credits), the required number of credits for general studies and for optional studies, and the 

total number of credits for the degree. 

 

Met. The program provided sufficient information to meet the requirements of this Condition. The program 

provided evidence that it meets the curricular requirements for awarding this degree. 

 

5.2 Planning and Assessment 

The program must demonstrate that it has a planning process for continuous improvement that identifies:  

5.2.1 The program’s multiyear strategic objectives, including the requirement to meet the NAAB 

Conditions, as part of the larger institutional strategic planning and assessment efforts. 

5.2.2 Key performance indicators used by the unit and the institution. 

5.2.3 How well the program is progressing toward its mission and stated multiyear objectives. 

5.2.4 Strengths, challenges, and opportunities faced by the program as it strives to continuously improve 

learning outcomes and opportunities. 

5.2.5 Ongoing outside input from others, including practitioners. 

 

The program must also demonstrate that it regularly uses the results of self-assessments to advise and 

encourage changes and adjustments that promote student and faculty success.  

 

Not Met. The program did not provide sufficient information to meet the requirements of this Condition. The 

program needs to provide evidence that demonstrates that it regularly uses the results of self-assessments to advise 

and encourage changes and adjustments that promote student and faculty success. 

 

The program is required to submit a Plan to Correct demonstrating compliance with the Conditions noted as 

“not met,” by June 30, 2025. 

 

Please feel free to contact us with any questions at accreditation@naab.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Stephen Schreiber, FAIA, NCARB, DPACSA 

President 

mailto:accreditation@naab.org

	4.2 Professional Degrees and Curriculum
	The NAAB accredits professional degree programs with the following titles: the Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch.), the Master of Architecture (M.Arch.), and the Doctor of Architecture (D.Arch.). The curricular requirements for awarding these degrees m...
	4.2.1 Professional Studies. Courses with architectural content required of all students in the NAAB-accredited program are the core of a professional degree program that leads to licensure. Knowledge from these courses is used to satisfy Condition 3—P...
	4.2.2 General Studies. An important component of architecture education, general studies provide basic knowledge and methodologies of the humanities, fine arts, mathematics, natural sciences, and social sciences. Programs must document how students ea...
	4.2.3 Optional Studies. All professional degree programs must provide sufficient flexibility in the curriculum to allow students to develop additional expertise, either by taking additional courses offered in other academic units or departments, or by...
	NAAB-accredited professional degree programs have the exclusive right to use the B.Arch., M.Arch., and/or D.Arch. titles, which are recognized by the public as accredited degrees and therefore may not be used by non-accredited programs.
	4.2.4 Bachelor of Architecture. The B.Arch. degree consists of a minimum of 150 semester credit hours, or the quarter-hour equivalent, in academic coursework in general studies, professional studies, and optional studies, all of which are delivered or...
	4.2.5 Master of Architecture. The M.Arch. degree consists of a minimum of 168 semester credit hours, or the quarter-hour equivalent, of combined undergraduate coursework and a minimum of 30 semester credits of graduate coursework. Programs must docume...
	4.2.6 Doctor of Architecture. The D.Arch. degree consists of a minimum of 210 credits, or the quarter-hour equivalent, of combined undergraduate and graduate coursework. The D.Arch. requires a minimum of 90 graduate-level semester credit hours, or the...


